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Organics Committee Conference Call
Tuesday, January 12, 2010
10 am to 12:10 pm
Participating in the call were:  Pat Andrien, Tim Bollinger, Wayne Bowen, Bob Bylone, Nadine Davitt, Dan Eichenlaub, Nancy Fromnick, Bob Graves, Eric Holby, Mary Hunt, Terry Keene, Mark Mehall, Al Rattie, Harry Rotz., Jr., Casey Sclar, Dan Snowden, and Jan Arnold.

The call began with a welcome by Terry Keene, Organics Committee Co-Chair.

1)  Ag Council Update – Dan Eichenlaub recommended Loren Martin, Terra-Grow, as his replacement at the Penn State Ag Council meetings.  Mark will also attend the meetings.  It was decided that Dan will contact Loren to learn if he would be interested in becoming PROP’s delegate to these spring and fall meetings.  Dan will then report to Mark and Jan who will finalize the arrangement with Loren.

2)  The Strategic Plan was finalized on this call.  Discussed during this portion of the call were:
· Implementation plan – Terry will prepare a new list and send it to everyone.
· Redoing a survey via Survey Monkey with a recommendation to send it to all municipalities and businesses by using lists from PROP, PA-RMC, and others.  Jan sent a copy of the previous Survey Monkey results to those on this call.  Once a draft of the new survey is prepared, that will be sent to all on this call for their review.





Additional questions could include:

· If you aren’t involved in this committee, why aren’t you?
· What are the opportunities, threats, core goals of your endeavor?
· What is one area that needs to be addressed?

· Recommendation of noting member benefits

· Participation in Facebook and other social networking devices (Doug Orner, PROP’s IT Manager 


would have to be involved in this aspect of it.  Mark will speak with Doug about this.)

· Have the Membership Committee integrate Organics Committee members.

· To expand membership, include biomass/energy sector, small composters, County Coordinators to act as mentors to small farmers/composters who need assistance with DEP paperwork, Conservation Districts, Preservation Boards, Grange, USDA, 
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3)  The PROP Conference will be held from Tuesday, July 27 to Thursday, July 29 at the Penn Stater Conference Center and Hotel.  
Organics sessions offered are:
· Tuesday, July 27, 8 am to 11 am – Organics Tour (details are being finalized for a tour of Tait 


Farm and their on-farm composting efforts with their CSA members)

· Wednesday, July 28, 1:30 pm to 4:45 pm – Compost Use for Turf Management (Certification 


Class, .6 CEUs)

Two possible other Organics Certification classes that are being considered at this time include 
1) Backyard Composting
2) Incorporating Food Waste into Your Municipal Composting Operation.  
Two additional Organics topics could be the Foundry Sand project by Mary Hunt and Rick Stehouwer and a session on Institutional Composting.  Details need to be worked out.  It was also recommended to have an “Organics Roundtable for Non-Organics” (with a special invitation to County Coordinators) that would include economics (how to make and sustain a program) and market development.

4)  The Organics Certification Class being offered at this year’s PASA Conference (Composting for Fruit, Vegetable, and Food Crops) is aimed at the grower.  Nadine explained that topics will include a review of lab analyses, the attendees will evaluate compost, consider environmental impacts,   compare feedstocks, experience recipe blending, and learn the value of compost (monetarily and environmentally).
5)  Dan Snowden remarked that PennDOT’s Franklin County project was changed and it will be done in York County, SR425 where compost will be used for erosion and sedimentation control.
6)  Future meeting dates and locations are:

· April 20, Rodale Institute, Kutztown (we will have to charge at least $20 to cover food and facility 

rental)

· July 13, Waymart Prison, Waymart (details are being worked out)

· October 19, Delaware/Longwood Gardens, Casey is working out the details for this

It was mentioned that perhaps we could have our January 11, 2011 Roundtable at Terra-Gro, Terre Hill (Lancaster County).
7)  Adjournment at 12:10 pm.

Respectfully Submitted,
Jan Arnold
Jan Arnold

PROP Program Manager
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