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P.O. Box 25

Bellwood, PA  16617

800-769-PROP

www.proprecycles.org
Tuesday, January 13, 2009
Cumberland County Service Center

310 Allen Road

Carlisle, PA  17013

717-240-6340, 1-800-315-2546

10 am – 2:45 pm

MEETING NOTES
Those in attendance were (in alphabetical order):  Tim Bollinger- Lehigh County, Glenda Boyer-Martinsburg Borough, Bob Bylone-PA Recycling Markets Center, Steve Cassis-Solid Waste Analysis Group, Craig Coker-Coker Composting & Consulting, Nadine Davitt-PSU, Steve Deasy-Gannet Fleming, Dan Eichenlaub-AgRecycle, Mike Giuranna-EPA Region III, Bob Graves-PSU, Eric Holby-Vermeer, Carl Hursh-PA-DEP, Georgia Kagle-PA-DEP, Terry Keene-Barton & Loguidice, Justin Miller-Cumberland County, Patti Olenick-PA-DEP, Cary Oshins-US Composting Council, Barbara Petroff-Siemens Water Technology Corp., Skip Raabe-Beaver County, Harry Rotz-owner, Steve Sales-PA-DEP, Dan Snowden-PennDOT, Rick Stehouwer-PSU, Brian Zimmerman-AgRecycle, and from the PROP staff:  John Frederick, Doug Orner, and Jan Arnold. 
Justin Miller, Cumberland County Recycling Coordinator, welcomed us to Cumberland County.  He informed us that this building was part of Dickinson Law School but that it was now being used by the Cooperative Extension service for its offices and meeting rooms.  Introductions and announcements were then made by Bob Bylone, PA Recycling Markets Center www.parmc.org who, along with Terry Keene, Barton & Loguidice - www.bartonandloguidice.com are this Committee’s co-chairs.
The Strategic Plan discussion was led by John Frederick, PROP’s Executive Director, jfrederick@proprecycles.org along with Bob Bylone and Terry Keene.  The many concerns of our private and public sector Organics members were addressed.  Terry then led the discussion after distributing copies of the following:   “January 13, 2009 Meeting of the Organics Committee of PROP Introduction ‘Who We Are – Past, Present and Future’” and “Draft Summary – PROP Organics Committee – 5-Year Strategic Planning Goals (2009).”  Additional copies are available by request. 
From the discussion on “Who We Are – Past, Present and Future” Terry explained that this committee is the result of PACA (Pennsylvania Composting Association) and PROP combining efforts and that PACA was made of primarily private industry while PROP represented mostly public concerns.  It must be noted, too, that PROP was the Public Recyclers of Pennsylvania for many years but as more private companies were joining, the PROP Board voted to change the name to Professional Recyclers of Pennsylvania so that all were included and represented.  Terry went on to explain that this committee was known as the Organics Council and had three sub-committees:  Education, Markets, and Government.  About five years ago, the name was again changed to Organics Committee and the three sub-committees were retired.  In summation, Terry stated that this Committee’s goals need to be consistent with PROP’s strategic plan goals.
Terry then began speaking about the “PROP Organics Committee – 5-Year Strategic Planning Goals (2009) Draft Summary” by stressing that it’s not composting but Organics also includes biofuels, waste reduction, energy generation, etc.    Under the various headings listed (Membership, Information & Communications, Events and Education, Advocacy) Membership details should also include who can be a member of this committee.  Under Information & Communications, more electronic communication was recommended and that this committee is wiling to share information regarding equipment, strategies, etc.  Under Events and Education, it was noted that the timing of the classes is very important because composters, in particular, are extremely busy during certain parts of the year and are not available to attend sessions due to the collection, processing, or distribution of product.  Terry also added that PROP is hoping to have some Roundtables as certification classes with CEUs being offered.  Under Advocacy, John Frederick explained the election process for a PROP Board member and encouraged those present to either have their name submitted as a nominee or to nominate themselves.  Having members from this committee on the PROP Board would give other Board members more Organics awareness.  It was also mentioned that a beneficial way to educate would be to contact each County’s Recycling Coordinators since they, too, have Organics responsibilities.  Under Possible OC Action Items for 2009 (draft, for discussion), additional important items mentioned was to have Organic committee members on the following PROP Committees:  Government Liaison (especially important because of upcoming disposal bans:  Dan Eichenlaub volunteered to be a mentor to whomever volunteered for this Committee), Membership Committee, Markets Committee, Media Committee (which includes the newsletter, magazine, and providing information to Doug Orner, PROP IT Manager for the Organics page of the PROP website:  Patti Olenick volunteered to be on this committee).  At this time, by almost a unanimous vote, the Committee voted to change the name of the newsletter.  This meeting’s attendees will be invited to submit suggestions to Jan within a two-week time frame.  Some of the suggestions were:  Organics Breakdown, Organics Review, the Carbon Chronicles, Organics Proponent, Organics Herald, Integrated Organics News, Integrated Bionews, Organics Bionews, and Bionic News.
Carl Hursh, PA-DEP, (chursh@state.pa.us) invited us to attend the PA Farm Show that is held in Harrisburg each year and that is going on this week.  He said that the Farm Show has been in contact with him about having a zero waste show and perhaps offering food waste composting from all food vendors along with a bioreactor for the bedding and manures.  In other news, Carl informed us that DEP is interested in more food waste diversionand is working with composters and farmers to inform them of the possibility.  Some experimental sites are taking institutional and commercial food waste at this time and there are other entities that are also interested.  Carl then mentioned his work with BioCycle Magazine to find composters throughout the state.  So far, DEP has 455 composters on their website providing their names and locations.  PROP has 253 listed which gives the names of the compost sites, where they are located and what feedstocks they use.  The PARecycling Markets Center has 420 sites listed via GIS and also includes the same information as PROP’s but also lists how much product they make.  Earth 911 also has lists of composters that can be found on their website.  Carl requested that those who are listed on the aforementioned websites to check the information about their individual site for accuracy and to notify the proper entity with any corrections.  He also invited us to share that information with those who are not listed.  He said that DEP has been working on a Compost Economic Impact and that this information should be available soon with February 1st being suggested as the appropriate date.  Carl emphasized that DEP has a Technical Assistance Program and that those who are interested in getting help with their facilities to contact him.  He added that Patti Olenick, along with PROP, will be offering the Backyard Composting Classes.  Patti added that 5,000 bins will be made available and that the class is being offered on March 26 and again on March 27.  Patti also added that Craig and Terry will be offering a class on compostable cutlery at the PROP conference.  Other Organics classes will be offered during the conference, too.  (The PROP Conference is being held in Scranton from July 29 – 31.  For more information, please visit the PROP website at www.proprecycles.org.)  Attendees then voiced their concerns regarding GP25 including technicalities, definitions, water permitting concerns, etc.  
Georgia Kagle discussed DEP’s private sector grant but noted that, like other Recycling Fund programs, is on hold at this time.  She also added that PennDOT is now incorporating compost in their specs, and that the PA Recycling Markets Center is making great strides in providing actual compost site locations and information.  She also mentioned that PennDOT was one of the state agencies that had an MOU with, and received funding from, DEP to explore use of recycled and composted materials in their construction and maintenance work.  In essence: 
DEP has an MOU with Corrections for funding that has allowed them to purchase composting equipment; 

DEP has the MOU with the RMC for assistance to the private sector, where organics are a priority material; 

DEP has the Compost Infrastructure Development Grant which provides grant funds to the private sector for composting equipment; and 

DEP provides funding to PENNDOT through an MOU, and they have incorporated compost specs into their PUB 408, and have a number of compost projects planned for this year.
Dan Snowden explained that PennDOT is using compost as filter berms and blankets in District 2 for sedimentation control.  He also said that District 9 will be using some filter berms for not only sedimentation control but also for wetlands creation and enhancement.  District 8 is using compost on its roadsides as sedimentation and erosion controls.  He invited all of us to visit their sites.  He went on to explain that the compost used is provided through contractors (and in previous meetings, stated that many contractors purchase their compost from private companies).  Terry added that there is an article about berms in the upcoming issue of PROP’s “Pennsylvania Recycler” magazine.  Also noted were the articles in BioCycle about PROP’s online composting course and vermicomposting.
During the Lunch ‘n Learn, we were given a presentation by Doug Orner, PROP IT Manager, of PROP’s website’s Composting pages (http://www.proprecycles.org/PROP%27s%20Organics%20Composting%20Homepage.html and the PaRMC’s pages (http://www.parmc.org/locatorMap.aspx) with Bob Bylone adding additional commentary.  

Justin Miller, Cumberland County Recycling Coordinator, jcmiller@ccpa.net,  spoke about “Cooperative Efforts Can Fine Tune That Bottom Line!” or “How To S-t-r-e-t-c-h That Dollar!”  His PowerPoint presentation is available by request.  Bottom Line:  sharing the equipment and expertise has provided the County’s residents with a valuable service and commodity.
We then took a tour of South Middleton Township’s Composting Facility (Ron Smith), 615 Lindsey Road, Carlisle, PA http://www.smiddleton.com/environment/compost_site.htm.  While we were taking the tour, the site was visited by many residents dropping off Christmas trees and brush.  The site does not accept grass clippings at any time and only produces leaf mulch.  Ron explained that the site was built in 1996 and opened in 1997.  They have a fenced-in area of 1.45 acres with an asphalt pad 170’ x 360’.  The site is monitored by an attendant and there is a well on site to handle any fires.  A retention pond was built to contain any run-off.  Their figures for 2005 show that they received (by drop-off or curbside collection) 7,680 tons of brush and 725 tons of leaves.  All finished material is offered to their residents free of charge.  
After this most informative and invigorating tour, we departed at 2:45 pm.
Please note the future Roundtable Dates:

Tuesday, March 17
Tuesday, July 14
Tuesday, October 13.  Information will be sent as soon as it is available.
Respectfully Submitted,

Jan Arnold

PROP Program Manager
