Organics Committee Roundtable

Tuesday, April 20, 2010

The Rodale Institute

10 am to 2:30 pm

Those in attendance were:  Ashley Duncan, Bob Graves, Dan Snowden, Dave Cranage, Ed Hicks, Ed Holmes, Eric Brooks, Eve Fisher, Lee Meinicke, Loren Martin, Meenal Raval, Mike Giuranna, Mike Hnatin, Nadine Davitt, Ron Miller, Scott Snoke, Steve Cassis, Wayne Bowen, Terry Keene, and Jan Arnold.

This purposes of this meeting were 1) to review the quarterly business of the Organics Committee of PROP (OC), and 2) to tour the Rodale Institute, a 333-acre organic certified farm devoted to research and education, and the Farming Systems Trial site, which was designed to compare organic and conventional farming practices.  We were graciously welcomed by Rosalba Messina, Interim CEO of the Rodale Institute, Maria Pop (Education & Outreach Manager), and Jeff Moyer (Rodale Farm Manager).
Terry invited all to introduce themselves.  This was followed by a review of the minutes from the January conference call and the results of the OC’s Strategic Planning Process that has taken place over the past year.  Terry directed those with additional comments on the draft minutes to send them to Jan.  At the January 2010 conference call & meeting of the Organics Committee, Terry reported that the OC’s 5-year Strategic Plan was adopted by the group.    He went through the various points of the Strategic Plan and spoke about the various PROP committees and the members from the OC who serve on those Committees to represent Organics interests.  He explained that Nadine Davitt serves on the Markets Committee, Dan Snowden serves on the Education and Markets Committees, Terry will interact with the Membership Committee, and that we will need an Organics member to replace Patti Olenick on the Media Committee.  Jan also requested anyone interested in writing for the PROP magazine to contact her.  

Terry then distributed copies of the recently released “Proceedings of the U. S. Composting Council’s 18th Annual Conference & Tradeshow” program, urging everyone to take advantage of access to downloadable presentation papers that come with as little as a $100 USCC annual membership.  Jan provided copies of the upcoming “International Compost Awareness Week” posters, generously provided by the US Composting Council.

Jan then spoke about the upcoming PROP Conference (July 27 – 30 at the Penn Stater Conference Hotel in State College) that features organics as well as recycling.  Of special note:  an organics tour will be held Tuesday, July 27 that features the Penn Stater’s food waste collection area and a visit to State College Borough’s and Penn State’s compost sites.  She added that they’re working on a visit with Tait Farm, a local CSA who should have their on-farm composting operation running by then.  Organics Certification classes include:  “Growing a Backyard Composting Program” (for those interested in learning how to establish a backyard composting program), “Incorporating Food Waste into Your Municipal Composting Operation” (which is a course designed as a guide for composters embarking on the process of expanding into managing food residuals), and “Compost Use for Turf Management” (a 2-part course for those responsible for compost marketing or distribution and for anyone who manages athletic fields or other turf areas).  All classes and the organics tour are part of the conference package.

At the January conference call, interest was discussed in conducting an update to a 2009 survey of organics interests and issues of our membership.  By surveying needs and issues, we can better tailor the OC’s focus and programs to address those needs.  Results of an on-line organics survey conducted by PROP staff in 2009 using Survey Monkey, was reviewed as a starting point to help the group begin to identify questions and issues for the new survey.  Particular items discussed included: the organics landfill bans that were included in the 2009 survey are no longer being considered by DEP; 902 grants will be announced within the next 8 weeks or so, and the future of Act 101 grants was reviewed, along with the availability/elimination of the compost infrastructure grant; municipalities should be looking at developing business plans, especially now with the lessening of grant availability; and, we should look at other states to learn how they operate.  When we went around the table, and the following additional issues were brought out:  why is it so difficult to get a food waste permit, especially for pre-consumer materials; DEP’s perception of ‘easy’ and the need to understand the common person’s response; the necessity of bonding fees for DEP permits; the cost and testing that’s required for permits; who will replace Patti Olenick and who is our current contact at DEP with Patti now retired; mortality composting issues re: regulations; if mortality composting is done incorrectly, it could cause a backlash on all other composting thereby resulting in more regulations; regulations on haulers/renderers and their impact on organics management; the fact that biomass incineration/energy generation is taking carbon sources from composters; in the light of working with the private sector and on-farm composting the hauler is the key with the private sector; there is competition between private and public users regarding carbon sources; there is inequity on how organics are manages among the different regulatory sectors, and bio-solids/ag waste/ food waste all need to be managed easier - regulations and sources need to work together as well as regulatory and management groups working interactively; the lack of public knowledge about compost needs to be addressed; mentoring programs are needed for those new to the process, and could possibly be provided through the OC; include Value-Added business programs; there is not an equal playing field between private and public organics interests; more information is needed on the use of compost for erosion/sedimentation control, which could also lead to companies working cooperatively as providers; highlight the strengths of compost to residential/commercial users; work cooperatively to provide product, but realize that quality is the key; and, create a compost infrastructure committee to assist with permitting and regulations.  

Dan Snowden then explained the handout that he distributed, “Relevant Citations from the Pennsylvania Department of Education’s (PDE) Academic Standards for Environment and Ecology, and, Science, Technology, and Engineering Education (Grades 3-8 and 10, 11, and 12) for the Professional Recyclers of Pennsylvania’ (PROP) Education, Markets, and Organics Committees” that he compiled.  This is a wonderful tool that those who are responsible for school or civic group presentations can use to tie-in the Academic Standards to their programs.

We then broke for lunch.

Mike Giuranna distributed handouts for On-Farm Composting and Backyard Composting.  He recommended visiting the EPA website (www.epa.gov/compost) for numerous composting information materials in addition to copies of those mentioned.  He also provided this link to the Virginia Cooperative extension's On Farm Composting manual - http://pubs.ext.vt.edu/452/452-232/452-232.pdf as well as the Clean Washington Center site http://www.cwc.org/wood/wd973rpt.pdf.  

Dan Snowden added that PennDOT will begin their York County compost projects in late May/early June.  He will once again have an exhibit at the PROP Conference and will feature various projects at his booth.  Both PennDOT and EPA will be involved in the 40th anniversary of Earth Day activities on April 22.

Following this, Jeff Moyer from the Rodale Institute gave us a history of the Institute, its early days, and the early days of the Siegfried Farm.  We were then given a walking tour of the various plots, shown some unique farming equipment, the Institute’s compost site and its very innovative turner, as well as the field crop research site.  Along the way, organic growing methods were explained.

Upcoming Organics Committee activities include:

July 13 – Institutional Composting at the Waymart Prison, Waymart PA

July 27-30 – PROP Annual Conference, with an Organics Track of Programs and Tours, State College

October 19 – A tour of Longwood Gardens Organics Management near Philadelphia, and the new Peninsula Compost Facility Tour in Wilmington, DE

Respectfully Submitted,

Jan Arnold

PROP Program Manager
