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Organics Roundtable
Interpretive Center, Centre County Solid Waste Authority
November 12, 2009
Those in attendance were:  Harry R. Rotz Jr., Mike Union, Dan Eichenlaub, R. E. Graves, Eric Brooks, Joanne Shafer, Rick Stehouwer, Michael D. Hnatin, Jason Yorks, Wayne Benson, Tim Bollinger, Wayne Bowen, Carl Hursh, Mark Mehall, Jeff Karenbauer, Terry Keene, Mark Whitfield, Mike Giuranna, Georgia Kagle, Preston Boop, Nadine Davitt, and Jan Arnold.

The Roundtable began with a welcome by Terry Keene, Organics Committee Co-Chair.

Following self-introductions, Mark Whitfield, State College Borough, gave a presentation about his trip to the Czech Republic representing the American Public Works Association which is an “international educational and professional association of public agencies, private sector companies, and individuals dedicated to providing high quality public works goods and services.”  APWA has partnered with SWANA to hold their 2010 conference.  It will be held in Boston and Mark is open to having someone from this committee to be a co-presenter with him regarding composting foodwaste.  Mark explained their various international involvements.  For more information, please contact Mark directly at mwhitfield@statecollegepa.us.
Joanne Shafer, Centre County Solid Waste Authority, then took the floor to describe the various challenges and successes with the upcoming organics collection in State College.  She also explained their equipment and logistical needs.  For more information on this pilot program, please contact her at jshafer1@uplink.net.
Rick Stehouwer, Penn State, followed with a PowerPoint presentation, “Using Manure to Produce Biofuel on PA’s Mined Lands.”  A copy is available by contacting Jan Arnold, jarnold@proprecycles.org.

We then broke for lunch.  During our ‘working lunch,’ Dan Eichenlaub, PROP’s representative to Penn State’s Ag Council, spoke about the recent meeting he attended.  He added that he is requesting someone to take his place at the Ag Council meetings.  Please contact Jan (jarnold@proprecycles.org) if you are interested.

Terry Keene then introduced PROP’s new Executive Director, Mark Mehall.  Mark spoke briefly then Terry followed by distributing copies of the draft summary of this committee’s 5-year Strategic Planning Goals.  He invited attendees to send comments to either himself (tkeene@bartonandloguidice.com) or Jan (jarnold@proprecycles.org. 
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Regulatory Updates were given by Carl Hursh (who spoke about the expiration of PA-DEP’s GP30 – for 5 to 15 acre municipal sites, proposed changes to Permit-by-Rule Yardwaste Composting Guidelines to allow food waste feedstocks, and  4 additional GP-25 permitted facilities for food waste composting in the DEP Southeast and Southcentral Regions since March '09) and Mike Giuranna (who spoke about EPA’s new BMP guide for composting facilities to incorporate foodwaste into existing composting facilities – the report is available at http://www.epa.gov/reg3wcmd/pdf/FR2YW_BMP.pdf).  Dan Snowden sent a message that Terry read and it stated that the compost projects in Penn DOT’s District 2-0 (four separate stockpile sites in Centre, Clearfield, and Potter Counties, and 8-0, along State Route 425, York County) will commence in the Spring of 2010.  
Jan then spoke about the upcoming PROP Conference that will be held in State College from July 27th to the 29th at the Penn Stater Conference Center.  She stated that many organics related sessions will be held along with an organics tour.  She invited everyone to provide her with additional organics-related business contact information so that she could contact them to attend or be a vendor at the PROP conference.   She also asked that anyone wishing to write for the PROP magazine or the organics newsletter contact Jill Reigh, Communications Manager, at the PROP office (jreigh@proprecycles.org or 1-800-769-PROP). 
A site visit was then given at the Borough of State College’s Leaf and yard Waste Facility.
Respectfully Submitted,
Jan Arnold

PROP Program Manager
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