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Biodegradable - Material are any organic material that can be broken down by microorganisms into simpler, more stable compounds. Most organic waste such as foods, paper, etc are biodegradable.
Ecological Footprint - The total ecosystem area that is essential to the maintenance of a given human settlement.
Greenhouse Gases - Gases in the atmosphere (like carbon dioxide) which reflect back to earth radiating heat energy in much the same way as glass windows trap the heat in a greenhouse which would otherwise be lost via radiation. Greenhouse gases create a warming in the Earth's atmosphere and consequently the surface of the Earth, producing global warming.
Indoor Air Pollution – Chemical, physical, or biological contaminants in indoor air.

Post-Consumer Materials - Products generated by a business or consumer which have served their intended end uses, and which have been separated or diverted from solid wastes for the purposes of collection, recycling and disposition.

Recyclability - The ability of a product or material to be recovered from, or otherwise diverted from, the solid waste stream for the purpose of recycling.

Recycled Content - The portion of a product's or package's weight that is composed of materials that have been recovered from waste; this may include pre-consumer or post-consumer materials.
Remanufactured – To make as close to new as possible.

Waste Stream – The total flow of solid waste from homes, businesses, institutions and manufacturing plants that is recycled, composted, burned or disposed of in landfills, or segments thereof such as the "residential waste stream" or the "recyclable waste stream.
